
 

 

Call for artistic contributions (Deadline: 19 July 2019) 

 

Sophia, the Belgian Gender Studies Network, welcomes artistic contributions for its 30th 

anniversary conference, which will take place on the 24th and 25th of October in Brussels.  

 

Central to the conference is bringing together scholars, activists and artists working on gender, 

intersectionality and/or queer studies. The conference wants to provide a platform for exploring 

transnational, intersectional and intergenerational coalition-building to enable a more just society. 

This trilingual event (Dutch, French, English) will take place at de Kriekelaar, a venue where 

multiple spaces can host different kinds of artistic formats.  

 

In the framework of this conference, Sophia invites artistic proposals that deal with feminism, 

intersectionality, gender and queer studies with an activist dimension. We particularly welcome 

proposals of an experimental, inter- and transdisciplinary nature (e.g., interventions and academic 

proposals in art research, such as practice-as/based-research), coming from emerging artists. We 

will not exhibit work that co-opts the story of a community without representation from that 

community acting in a decision making role.  

 

Performances may constitute original proposals on or related to one of the subjects of the 

conference. These subjects include – but are not limited to – the following: 

• Past and present feminisms 

• Doing gender in (neoliberal) academia 

• Anti-gender movements and attacks on gender studies 

• Equality versus diversity 

• Agency and autonomy 

• Shared utopias and coalitions across movements (e.g., decolonialism, anticapitalism, 

LGBTQI+, climate, …)  

• Offline versus/and online activism 

While the call is open to performances of various formats, account should be taken of the fact 

that some of the rooms available follow a strict no-shoes policy, and care should be taken to 

ensure the integrity of the participants and of the space.  



 
 

 

How to apply 

Proposals should be sent to info@sophia.be before the 19th of July 2019. Proposals should be 

submitted in electronic format only and contain the following elements:  

a. A short biography of the artist(s) proposing the project, including contact information 

(phone number, email address, ...) 

b. A description, as detailed as possible, of your proposal (this information is key for us to 

assess the feasibility of the project). 

c. A list of needs and/or requirements in terms of space and duration of the project, as well 

as technical (e.g., tools/material needed) or non-technical elements (e.g., non-mixity).  

d. In which language (EN/FR/NL) you prefer to express yourself 

e. Your availability on both dates 

Only complete applications will be considered by our selection committee.  

 

Practical 

All candidates will be notified of the results of the selection process by the end of July.  

 

A small participation fee of 50 euros is foreseen for each selected project. 

 

The full conference programme will be announced in September 2019 on the Sophia website: 

http://www.sophia.be. 

 

 

About Sophia 

Sophia is a bilingual non-profit organisation funded by the Institute for Equality of Women and 

Men. 

 

Sophia’s primary purpose is to foster research and teaching in the field of gender and queer 

studies. Sophia emphasizes the scientific and societal relevance of these domains as well as their 

contribution to the development of a more inclusive policy by means of a critical feminist and 
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intersectional perspective. In addition, Sophia promotes and facilitates collaborations across 

disciplines and between different universities, between the different language communities in 

Belgium, and between the academic world, policy makers and civil society.  

 

Middaglijnstraat 10 – 1210 Brussels 

02 229 38 69 – info@sophia.be 

www.facebook.com/sophiaasblvzw 

www.sophia.be 
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