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Abstract: 

Women's Studies in Turkey was founded as an interdisciplinary academic discipline at universities 

following the second wave of the feminist movement in the 1980s. The institutionalisation of the 

field started up with the foundation of Women´s and Gender Studies Centres (WGSCs) at universities 

by feminist scholars in the 1990s. By the end of 2017, there were about a hundred WGSCs at 

universities in Turkey. We now observe a new institutional landscape for WGCSs surfaced following 

the attempted coup d’état of 2016 and the increased anti-democratic measures by the Turkish 

government addressed at universities and academics in its aftermath. One signalling development 

has been the foundation of series of “Women´s and Family Studies Centres” (WFSCs). These centres 

are established in two methods: either the existing WGSCs are converted and re-named as WFSCs; 

or new centres are established under this new tag. 

In my PhD; I aim to lay down fundamental the differences between previously existing WGSCs with 

the newly emerging WFSCs as well as to analyse the pivotal role played by the political factors and 

the key state institutions in this transformation process. In this paper, I would like to present my 

work-in-progress which brings a bigger lens into the Women and Family Studies Centres established 

at universities in the past decade and discuss the political foundations which led the path to the 

rapid institutionalisation of this new “family” paradigm into the three decades long tradition of 

academic WGS in Turkey. 
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